AP United States History Syllabus
Mr. Cook 2010-2011
Course Overview:
This is a comprehensive survey course equal in intensity to a basic college survey course in U.S. History. It is a two-semester sequence that concludes with students taking the advanced placement examination in United States History. The course covers political, military, economic, diplomatic, cultural, social, and intellectual developments of the United States from 1607 to the present, with emphasis on the 19th and 20th centuries. There is a substantial demand for student writing of essays, reading of many collateral works as well as the student texts and taking of comprehensive unit exams.

Course Objectives:
Prepare successfully for the AP U.S. History Exam

Develop and effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, compare and contrast

Understand and show historical chronology

Master a broad general knowledge of American History

Interpret information from original source documents

Work effectively with others to produce products (such as original DBQ’s, PowerPoint presentations, review sheets for the entire class) and solve problems

Course Textbooks and Readings:
The American Pageant: 13th Edition

The American Pageant: Guidebook

United States History: Preparing for the AP US History Exam (revised edition)
Grading Scale



1st Semester Categories



2nd Semester Categories
90%–100%
A



Unit Exams


45%


Unit Exams


45%

80%–89%

B



Timed Writes


15%


Timed Writes


15%

70%–79%

C



Chapter Homework
20%


Chapter Homework
20%

60%–69%

D



Major Project(s)

10%


DBQ Project


10%

  0%–59%

F



Final Exam


10%


Decades Project

10%

**There is no extra credit offered and there will be absolutely no grade negotiating.  The grade you earn is the grade you will receive**

Unit Exams—Unit exams will usually be given every third week over the proceeding three chapters. Each exam will cover all the readings, lectures, discussions, etc. since the previous exam. Students who know they will be absent on the day of an exam must inform the instructor several days prior to arrange an alternate time. Otherwise, they will receive a make-up exam, which may be more difficult than the original, missed exam. Excused absences and field trips are not acceptable reasons to miss an exam without informing the teacher several days prior. Only students in extreme situations, as defined by the teacher, will be allowed to make-up the original exam. First semester exams will usually consist of 50 multiple choice questions with five possible answers. Second semester exams will also consist of five answer multiple-choice questions. However, second semester exams will be longer (60-80 questions) and may include some questions from earlier units. 

Essays “Timed Writes” —The largest part of the Advanced Placement exam is the essay portion. Therefore, considerable time will be spent learning and practicing how to write effectively. Specific essay guidelines and expectations will be handed out at a later date. Those essay guidelines must be carefully followed.  It is anticipated that all essays will be in class “timed writes.” These essays will be similar to the type given on the A.P. U.S. History exam and will be graded on the same nine point scale. Students who need to make-up an essay due to an absence can expect a different, perhaps more difficult prompt.  The following chart shows how the rubric’s point values will be converted into a score.

9=100%
8=95%

7=90%

6=85%

5=80%

4=75%

3=70%

2=60%

1=30%

Chapter Homework—Students are expected to complete the questions in the workbook that accompanies the class text.  Other homework assignments will be added at the teacher’s discretion.  No late homework will be accepted, except as allowed under the school’s attendance policy.

Major Projects—One or more group projects will be assigned in the first semester. These may consist of a formal debate, a student-led lecture or review activity, a counterfactual activity, historical simulations, etc. Projects will require a significant amount of research and preparation outside of class. Rubrics and detailed instructions will be forthcoming.

Assignments—Students will receive various other assignments, such as secondary readings, maps, primary source materials, etc. These assignments will generally be graded on a full/half/no credit basis. All in class assignments are due at the end of the class period and all take home assignments are due at the beginning of the next class unless otherwise stated. Participation points will also be included in this category. No late assignments will be accepted, except as allowed under the school’s attendance policy.

Final Exam—All students will take a cumulative final exam at the end of the first semester.  No students will be allowed to waive the final.
DBQ Project—Students will work in groups to create a document-based question, essay, poster board, and related materials. This project will require significant research and teamwork outside of class. Groups will choose potential DBQ topics from an approved list. No groups will be allowed to cover the same topics. Rubrics and detailed instructions will be forthcoming.  

Final Project—After the A.P. exam, students will work in groups to create one or more projects. Topics, rubrics, and detailed instructions will be forthcoming. 
Miscellaneous:

Cheating—While students are encouraged to help each other and work together, cheating will not be tolerated. Cheating occurs whenever a student attempts to take credit for someone else’s effort. Cheating can take place in or out of the classroom on anything that has a point value attached to it.  Any student found cheating will be given a negative 100%  on whatever was cheated on. He/she may also be suspended from class pending a parent conference.  A second offense will result in another parent conference and a negative 200% on whatever was cheated on. Any further offenses will result in even more serious negative consequences, which may include additional grade reductions and even expulsion from the class with a transfer grade of “F.”

Disclaimer—The teacher reserves the sole and complete right to modify this syllabus at any time and in anyway he sees fit. Minor syllabus modification often happens during the school year. However, any changes will be made for the good of the class and announced as soon as possible.

First Semester

Unit #1 (completed in the summer) Colonial History

Unit #2 French and Indian War & The American Revolution

Unti #3 The New Nation to Jeffersonian Democracy

Unit #4 The War of 1812-Monroe Doctrine-Jacksonian Democracy

Unit #5 Sectionalism & Early Manifest Destiny

Unit #6: The Civil War & Reconstruction

Unit #7: The Gilded Age

Unit #8: Imperialism-Progressivism- World War I

Second Semester

Unit # 9: The Roaring 20’s & Depression 30’s

Unit #10: World War II

Unit #11: The Cold War-Civil Rights-Vietnam-Watergate

Unit #12: To the Present

AP Test

Decades Project

Course Outline: Semester #1
Unit #1: Summer Work: Colonial History (1 week)
Themes: The beginnings of the development of Colonial regions and the cultural traits unique to the individual regions and the colonies as a whole. This will include the social, political, religious, and economic development of each region.

Readings & Analysis:

Ch. 1-5 American Pageant

Ch. 1-5 American Pageant workbook

Unit #2: The French & Indian War and The American Revolution (3 weeks)
Themes: The relationship between the American Colonies and Great Britain. The revolutionary movement will be looked at through the eyes of radicals and conservatives.

The American Revolution’s place in world events and developments will be analyzed.

Readings & Analysis:

Ch. 6 – 8 The American Pageant

Ch. 6 – 8 The American Pageant Workbook

Suggested films: Last of the Mohicans, The Patriot

Unit #3: The New Nation to Jeffersonian Democracy (3 weeks)

Themes: The colonial experience reflected in government after the American

Revolution. This would include the development of the Articles of Confederation, the Constitution of the United States and the Bill of Rights. Analyze the development of political parties and the State’s Rights Theory.

Readings & Analysis:

Ch. 9-11 American Pageant

Ch. 9-11 American Pageant Workbook

Unit #4: The War of 1812-Monroe Doctrine-Jacksonian Democracy (2 weeks)

Themes: Develop the reasons for the second war with Great Britain focusing on political influences in Congress and failure of diplomacy. Follow the development of the Monroe Doctrine and the long reaching implications of the document.

Readings & Analysis:

Ch. 12-13 American Pageant

Ch. 12-13 American Pageant Workbook

Unit #5: Sectionalism & Early Manifest Destiny (3 weeks)
Themes: Discuss the underlying causes of the sectional movement, the background of slavery and its economic implications for the south. Evaluate the push westward and the major political compromises and acquisitions of land.

Reading & Analysis:

Ch. 14-18 American Pageant

Ch. 14-18 American Pageant Workbook

Suggested Film: Amistad

Unit #6: The Civil War & Reconstruction (4 weeks)

Themes: Analyze the character of northerners and southerners. Discuss the views of each

side that leads to secession. Compare the political views concerned with the elections of

1860. View the role of African Americans in the war effort and the major military

campaigns of the war.

Readings & Analysis:

Ch. 19-22 American Pageant

Ch. 19-22 American Pageant Workbook

Suggested film: Glory

Unit #7: The Gilded Age (3 weeks)
Themes: Analyze the importance of the Industrial Revolution on the social, political and

economic aspects of 19th century society. Look at the role of government and how the

temperament of the times allowed for corruption to exist on the national, state, and local

government levels. Examine the role of third parties (the Populists) in dealing with the

gold standard and the plight of the mid western farmer.

Readings & Analysis:

Ch. 23-26 American Pageant

Ch. 23-26 American Pageant Workbook

Course Outline: Semester 2

Unit #8: Imperialism-Progressivism- World War I (4 weeks)
Themes: Discuss America on the world stage, the acquisition of territory and continuation of Manifest destiny overseas. Look at America’s role in diplomatic relationships after the Spanish American War (Philippines, Cuba) Look at America’s role in World War I and Wilson’s 14 Points.

The rise of T. Roosevelt after the turn of the century and the Progressive movement in regard to sweeping social and political change in America.

Readings & Analysis:

Ch. 27-30 American Pageant

Ch. 27-30 American Pageant Workbook

Unit # 9: The Roaring 20’s & Depression 30’s (3 weeks)
Themes: Analyze the fallout after World War I, the Lost Generation, the return to

conservative politics, and the soaring economy in many areas of the country. Discuss the

social, political and economic impact of the Dust Bowl and the Great Depression. Look at

the rise of intolerance, the resurgence of the KKK and the rise of demagogues trying to

re-invent American society. The importance of FDR and the New Deal in changing

Americans view of the role of their government.

Readings & Analysis:

Ch. 31-33 American Pageant

Ch. 31-33 American Pageant Workbook

Suggested film: Cinderella Man; Seabiscuit;

Unit #10: World War II (3 weeks)

Themes: The role of America from Isolationism to a world power in World War II.

Discuss the relationship of the Allied powers in developing strategy for the war, political dealings, and agreements made for the post war world. Analyze the role of American industry on the Homefront, the social implications on women and minorities during the war.

Readings & Analysis:

Ch. 34-35 American Pageant

Ch. 34-35 American Pageant Workbook

Suggested films: Pearl Harbor (selected clips), Saving Private Ryan

Suggested Video Games: Battle stations: Midway, Call of Duty 2, Call of Duty 5

Unit #11: The Cold War-Civil Rights-Vietnam-Watergate (3 weeks)
Themes: Discuss the collapse of the Allies after the war, the division of Europe and the fall to communism of China. The Red Scare of the 1950’s and the creation of MAD,

Berlin and NATO. Look at civil rights: Truman and the military, the rise of MLK and the

Warren court. How the domino theory, SEATO led to Vietnam. The election of 1960—

Cold War rhetoric, Bay of Pigs, Cuban Missiles, and America’s longest war, Analyze the

Great Society and the collapse of LBJ, 1968 election, whole world is watching, rebirth of

Richard Nixon, The Watergate scandal, détente and the opening of China.

Readings & Analysis:

Ch. 36-37 American Pageant

Ch. 36-37 American Pageant Workbook

Suggested films: Mississippi Burning, Platoon

Unit #12: To the Present (1 week)
Themes: A look at Ford-Carter-Reagan-Bush-Clinton covering main points of each

administration.

Readings & Analysis:

Ch. 38-42 American Pageant

Ch. 38-42 American Pageant

Ch. 28 American Issues

