Presidential Powers
	Executive
The president

appoints

people to help

him carry out the laws.
	Appointment Power – What are 5 types of positions the president

                                        appoints?  Who must approve and how?
     1)  Ambassadors; 2)  Cabinet members; 3)  Agency heads (like

     FBI and NASA); 4)  Federal judges; and 5)  Military officers.

     All must be approved by a simple-majority vote in the Senate.
Removal Power – Who can he remove?  Who can’t he?  Why?
     The president can remove all of the appointed officials listed
     above except federal judges who, according to the Constitution,
     have to be impeached and removed by Congress.

	Diplomatic

The president

determines

which foreign

countries we

deal with and how.
	Power of Recognition – What is it?  Why is it important to new
                                                              countries?

     The president alone has the power to decide which foreign

     countries we officially recognize as being legitimate.   Since
     we are the pre-eminent superpower in the world, our
     recognition can help a new country survive.

     Example:  Truman recognized Israel in 1948.
Treaty Power – What is a treaty?  Who makes them? Who must 
                                                   approve and how?
     A treaty is a formal legal agreement between two or more

     countries.  The Constitution gives the president the power to

     make them (which he usually does with help from his Secretary

     of State).  Treaties must be approved by a 2/3 vote in the Senate,

     which in a two-party system can be very difficult to get.

           Example:  Woodrow Wilson and the Treaty of Versailles.

	Military
The president

is in charge of 

the military,

but the Congress

has claimed

the power

to check his

use of it.
	Undeclared war-making – What is it?  How often has it been done?
      Undeclared war-making is the commitment by the president of

      our armed forces to combat without a formal declaration of
      war by Congress.  This practice is neither expressly permitted
      nor prohibited by the Constitution.  It has been done several
      hundred times in our history, and by virtually every president.
      Examples:  Korea, Vietnam, Iraq & Afghanistan.                                              

War Powers Resolution (1973) --  What restrictions has Congress
                                 placed on the president’s ability to make war?

      1)  Within 48 hours of sending troops into combat, the president
            must notify Congress about what he’s done and why.
      2)  The combat commitment can last only 60 days unless
            Congress specifically agrees to a longer fight.

      3)  Congress can end the combat commitment at any time.

	Legislative

The president

has the power

to propose

laws as well

as the power

to veto them and decide how they will be enforced.
	Power to Recommend – For what purpose does the president use

                                             his “message power”?
The president uses his “message power” to put Congress on the spot before the public and tell them what laws he wants passed.  Congress doesn’t have to pass a law just because the president suggests it, but if the president enjoys high approval ratings, it is very difficult for the Congress to ignore his requests.  Teddy Roosevelt referred to the presidency as a “bully pulpit,” comparing the president to a preacher.  Like an effective preacher who uses his moral authority to influence the behavior of his followers, a popular president can influence the behavior of Congress through the messages that he delivers.

         Example:  State of the Union Address to Congress every Jan.

Line-item veto power – What is it?  What did the ruling in Clinton    

                                              v. New York City (1998) say about it?
It would be the power of the president to veto only part of a bill while signing the rest into law.  After more than a century of presidents asking for this power, Congress passed the Line Item Veto Act in 1996 giving it to Bill Clinton.  However in 1998, in the case of Clinton v. NYC, the Supreme Court struck down this law saying that the president’s veto power can only be changed with an Amendment to the Constitution (not with a regular, every day law).

	Judicial –

As a check on

the power of

the courts,

the president

may grant

relief to those

wrongly

accused and/

or convicted

of federal

crimes.
	Pardon – Legal forgiveness for a crime.  Essentially it's a “get out of jail free” card.
Example:  Ford pardoned Nixon after Watergate.
Amnesty – A pardon for a group of law violators.
Example:  Carter granted amnesty to all those who dodged the draft during the Vietnam War.
Reprieve – A postponement of a sentence being carried out.  It doesn’t make the sentence go away, it just pushes it back to a later
date.
Commutation –  A reduction of a sentence.  It doesn’t clear a
person’s record like a pardon does, but it can shorten a prison
sentence or reduce the amount of a fine.

	The Cabinet
Although not

specifically mentioned

in the Constitution, the Cabinet often contains some of the

president’s

key advisors.
	Origins – Where did the Cabinet come from?

Although the Constitution does not specifically mention a Cabinet, the first Congress created four executive posts to assist George Washington in running the day-to-day operations of the government.  These positions were: Sec. of State, Sec. of the Treasury, Sec. of War and Attorney General.  When GW chose to make these four people his key advisors, the Cabinet was born.  Over the centuries, Congress has added more spots to the Cabinet and it has grown to its current size of 15 official positions.  The most recent addition was the Secretary of Homeland Security added after 9/11.
Appointment – How do members of the Cabinet get their jobs?

Cabinet members are appointed by the president and must be
approved by the Senate with a simple majority vote.
Function – What two roles do members of the Cabinet play?

1) On a day-to-day basis, they each run their own executive department.

2) In addition, when asked, they give the president advice in their area of expertise.  

         Example:  On a daily basis, the Secretary of Defense runs the Pentagon and manages the nation’s military forces.  In addition, when called upon he gives the president advice on matters of national defense.  


Warm-up question:  Discuss three reasons for the historical growth of presidential power over time.
Essentially this question is about three reasons why a modern president (like Obama) is so much more powerful than one of our early presidents (like George Washington).

The book is a little confusing, so let's go with the following three reasons (and don't even send people to the textbook, just go right into explaining the answer at the beginning of class):
1)  Over two centuries, the United States has grown into the greatest military power on earth.  While GW commanded a ragtag army of volunteers with muskets, Obama has a modern military force complete with nuclear weapons.  He can invade any country on earth and/or push a red button and obliterate any city he chooses – GW couldn’t have invaded Canada, much less nuke somebody.

2)  We have also become the world’s greatest economic superpower.  If Obama doesn't like something a country is doing, he can cut off trade with them or stop giving them foreign aid which is very painful for that country.  GW could have cut off trade with a country too, but back in the day we had a tiny little farming-based economy so chances are, no one would have even noticed -- in fact it probably would have hurt our farmers (who depended on foreign markets) more than it would have hurt anyone else.
3)  With modern mass media (radio, TV, the Internet, social media, etc.), Obama is the leader of the free world and he can literally reach billions of people with his ideas all at once.  GW could make a speech and only a few hundred people would have heard it.  It would have taken days for it to reach the rest of the country and weeks for it to spread overseas – and because we were a relative nobody in the world, people overseas could have cared less what he had to say!
