Correctly Formatted Source Lists – MLA format

When formatting the Works Cited list, list entries in alphabetical order by the first author's last name and indent the second and subsequent lines of each entry 5 spaces. Double space all entries. Do not number entries. Do not add extra spaces between entries. Reverse the first author's name; do not reverse subsequent author names. 

Leave one space after all internal punctuation in your citations. Also leave one space after all concluding punctuation, unless otherwise instructed in class. Note that while leaving two spaces after periods, colons, and concluding punctuation is not incorrect, one space is now standard MLA practice. Be consistent with spacing – either always use one space after concluding punctuation or always use two. 

If there is no author's name, alphabetize by title, including but ignoring leading articles (A, An, The). Titles are indicated either by underlining or by the use of italics. Be consistent with whichever title style is used – either always underline titles or always use italics. Note that all of the examples below use underlining for clarity. Also note that while database printouts often do not list book or article titles in capitals, the Works Cited page does. Ask your instructor if there are specific formatting requirements for your paper or project.

BOOKS

The general format to follow for citing print books: 

Last name, First name of author. The Book Title. Place of publication: Publisher's name, publication year. 

· If you have a book with only one author: 

Tompkins, Jane. West of Everything: The Inner Life of Westerns. New York: Oxford UP, 1992. 
 
· If you have a book with two or three authors, (note that for multiple authors, only reverse the first author's name): 

Rico, Barbara, and Sandra Mano. American Mosaic: Multicultural Readings in Context. Boston:
     Houghton, 1991. 
 

· If you have four or more authors either name all the authors or name only the first author followed by "et al." 

Stein, Norman, Mindy Lubber, Stuart L. Koman, and Kathy Kelly. Family Therapy: A Systems 
     Approach. Boston: Allyn, 1990. 

OR 

Stein, Norman, et al. Family Therapy: A Systems Approach. Boston: Allyn, 1990.
· If the book has no author, begin with the title. Include but ignore leading articles (A, An, The) in the Works Cited list: 

The Holy Bible: King James Version. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 

 
· If an article is from a non-specialized dictionary or encyclopedia, you needn’t give full publisher information. If the article is signed, include the name of the author. If it is signed by initials, the author’s full name will be spelled out elsewhere in the reference work (usually at the beginning or end) – find it by looking for a list of contributors. The first example given below is unsigned. The second is signed (J.M.M.). 

"Mandarin." The Encyclopedia Americana. 2001 ed. 
AND 
Mohanty, Jitendra M. "Indian Philosophy." The New Encyclopaedia Britannica: Macropedia. 2002 ed. 

AUDIOVISUAL SOURCES

· If you are citing a television or radio program: 

"Voices of Memory." Li-Young Lee, Gerald Stern, and Bill Moyers. The Power of the Word with 
     Bill Moyers. Exec. prod. Judith Davisdson Moyers and Bill Moyers. Public Affairs TV. 
     WNET, New York. 13 June 1989.
· If you are citing a video, start with the basic information: the title, the medium, the distributor, and the year produced. Add any additional information you think is useful about the performers, director, format, etc. 

Amadeus. Videocassette. Dir. Milos Forman. Perf. F. Murray Abraham, Tom Hulce, and Elizabeth 
     Berridge. EMI/HBO, 1985.
· If you are citing a DVD, use that as the medium, following the basic format shown above for videos: 

Monty Python and the Holy Grail. DVD. Dir. Terry Gilliam & Terry Jones. Perf. Graham Chapman, John 
 

PRINT MAGAZINES, JOURNALS, NEWSPAPERS 

The citation style for print periodicals varies according to what type of periodical you are using. If you have more than one author, see the author examples under Books. If you are uncertain about which of these examples to use, ask your instructor or library staff for help. 

· If you have an article in a monthly magazine: 

Lukacs, John. "The End of the Twentieth Century." Harper's Jan. 1993: 39-58. 
 
· If you have an article in a weekly magazine (like Time or Newsweek): 

Schiff, Stephen. "Muriel Spark between the Lines." New Yorker 24 May 1993: 36-43. 
· If you have an article in a daily newspaper in which the sections are lettered: 

Sun, Lena H. "Chinese Feel the Strain of a New Society." Washington Post 13 June 1993: A1+.
· If you have an article in a daily newspaper in which the sections are numbered: 

Greenhouse, Linda. "Justices Plan to Delve Anew into Race and Voting Rights." New York Times 
     11 July 1993, sec. 1: 1+. 
· If you have an unsigned article in a newspaper or magazine, begin with the title in quotes: 

"Radiation in Russia." U.S. News and World Report 9 Aug. 1993: 40-42. 


ELECTRONIC SOURCES  
· Citing an article from Encyclopaedia Britannica Online: 

Melton, John Gordon. "Nation of Islam." Encyclopaedia Britannica. 2005. Encyclopaedia Britannica 
     Online. Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. QVCC Library, Danielson, CT. 12 Aug. 2004 
     <http://search.eb.com>.
· Citing a CD-ROM:
·  "Black-Footed Ferret." Microsoft Encarta Deluxe 2005. CD-ROM. Redmond: Microsoft, 2001. 

Citing the Internet:

Follow the general format below. Omit the author name if it is not available. Internet site name is the name of the site publishing the information; it is not the address or URL. To find the Internet site name, you may have to do some hunting. Look for a Home link on the page you are using. If there is no Home link, go back to the main address in the URL, by deleting all the files after .edu or .com, or .org. or .net. If you cannot find a valid Internet site name, omit it. If the site is a personal home page, label it home page, but do not underline (see example below). 

Note that two dates are required. The first date is the publication or copyright or last updated date of the article or Web page. It may include a month and day, or it may only be a year or span of years. Use whatever date the page gives you. If the page has no date, check the Internet site name for a date. Use (n.d.) if a publication date is not available (this is a local QVCC practice – see the example below), but also reconsider using the information, unless you can verify that it comes from a valid site. The second date is the date of access. Be careful not to mix up the dates. The general format: 

Last name, First name of author. “The Title of the Article.” Internet site name Day Month Year of article. 
     Day Month Year accessed <http://complete web address>. 
· If you have an Internet article with an author and a site name: 

Kessler, Glenn. “Surplus Plunges in New Forecast.” Washington Post 23 Aug. 2001. 30 Aug. 2001 
     <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A48849-2001Aug22.html>.
· If you have an Internet article with an author and no site name: 

Kidd, David. "Whales!" 2001. 23 Aug. 2001 <http://dkd.net/whales/index.html>.
· If you have an Internet article with no author and a site name: 

"Making Treatment Decisions." American Cancer Society 2005. 23 Aug. 2005
     <http://www.cancer.org/docroot/ETO/ETO_0.asp>. 
· If you have an Internet article with no author and no publication date: 

“Emergencies & Disasters.” U.S. Department of Homeland Security. (n.d.) 17 Aug. 2005 
     <http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/theme_home2.jsp>.
· If you have a personal home page: 

Lancashire, Ian. Home page. 28 Mar. 2002. 15 May 2002 <http://www.chass.utoronto.ca:8080/~ian/>. 
OR 
Moore, Sharon. “Why I Love the Yankees.” Home page. 4 Apr. 2005. 17 Aug. 2005. 
     <http://www.geocities.com/yankees>.
