
Skills IV: Reading Comprehension KEY 
 
 

Author’s Point of View 
 

(answers may vary) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Technical Directions 
 

1. Press “Menu,” highlight “Video,” press “select” 
2. Hue 
3. Select 

 



 
 
 

Bias and Stereotyping 
 

1. bias toward big dogs 
2. bias toward petroleum companies 
3. women drivers 
4. opera singers 
5. teenagers 

 

 
 
 

Forms of Literature 
 

1. essay 
2. short story 
3. novel 
4. novella 

 
 



(answers may vary) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Plot 
 

(answers may vary) 
 

 



	
  

	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Characterization 
 
(answers may vary) 

 

 



 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Themes 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Narrative Points of View 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Responding to Literature 
 

(answers may vary) 
 

	
  	
  
	
  

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WORDLY WISE 
 

Lesson 10 
 

10A Finding Meanings 
 

1. (c-d) to avert something is to prevent it from happening. 
2. (c-d) To assert something is to declare it forcefully. 
3. (a-d) To mutilate something is to hurt it by cutting into it. 
4. (d-c) A nimble response is one that shows quickness of mind. 



5. (a-c) A vigilant creature is one that is watchful. 
6. (b-c) A monitor is a video screen that displays information. 
7. (c-b) A blithe response is one that suggests no further problems. 
8. (d-a) A plight is a difficult situation. 
9. (c-d) A fortune that dwindles decreases in size. 

 
 
10B Just the Right Word 
 

1. Ramone asserted that a ten-year-old is competent to babysit. 
2. You have to be nimble to get on the gymnastics team. 
3. Household chemicals such as bleach and other cleaning products can be 

lethal. 
4. The machine monitors the patient’s condition around the clock. 
5. The White Mountains can be very bleak in winter. 
6. Some plants are aquatic, so they do not need soil in order to grow. 
7. Such negligence in maintaining the vehicle verges on indifference to the 

passenger’s safety. 
8. Although its loud bark can be intimidating, the dog is actually quite 

docile. 
9. Following the accident, the drive drove off blithely, seemingly unaware 

of the damage to his car. 
10. Walruses are ponderous on land but graceful in the water. 
11. I averted my eyes from the light when it became too bright. 

 
 
10C Applying Meanings 
 

1. a, b 
2. c, d 
3. a, c, d 
4. a, c, d 

5. a, b, c, d 
6. a, b, c 
7. a, b 
8. b 

 
 
10D Word Study 
 

1. annoy 
2. advance 
3. harmless 
4. kind 
5. increase 

6. fierce 
7. miserable 
8. ponderous 
9. lax 
10. hopeful 

 



10E Passage 
 

1. A sailor may assert he saw a mermaid because a manatee may sun 
itself on a rock or stand up in the water with seaweed hanging like 
hair from its head. 

2. It is an aquatic plant. 
3. No, manatees are quite docile by nature. 
4. The manatee population is dwindling at an alarming rate. 
5. Yes, about ninety percent have been mutilated in some way. 
6. Yes, the effect of the propeller can be lethal. 
7. The boaters go blithely on their way after striking one because they 

do not see the manatee and are unaware. 
8. To protect the manatee population, boat owner could be more vigilant. 
9. Averted means “kept from happening” in the passage. 
10. Authorities in Florida monitor the manatee population. 
11. Manatees are described as ponderous because they weight up to 3,000 

pounds! 
12. Nimble means “moving quickly and easily.” 
13. The manatee is on the verge of extinction. 
14. Bleak means “without much hope.” 
15. Not exactly.  The plight of the manatee has become more apparent in 

recent years. 
 
 
 

Lesson 11 
 

11A Finding Meanings  
 

1. (b-c) To realize a dream is to make it happen 
2. (d-a) Ballast is material used to make a ship steady. 
3. (c-b) A fathom is a measurement of depth. 
4. (d-c) To pique a person’s interest is to arouse it. 
5. (b-c) A rupture is a breaking apart by force. 
6. (b-a) If something is detached, it is separated from the rest. 
7. (b-a) Pique is a feeling of resentment. 
8. (d-a) To be unscathed is to be unharmed. 
9. (c-d) To probe is to examine closely. 
10. (d-b) A tedious task is one that is very boring. 

 
 
 



11B Just the Right Word 
 

1. An eerie silence filled the deserted house. 
2. The police could not fathom how the painting had been stolen from the 

museum. 
3. When I moved to Alaska, I did not realize how much I would miss my 

friends. 
4. The damaged life jacket may have lost some of its buoyancy. 
5. The college president will hear the probe into the causes of student 

unrest. 
6. I’ve ridden many roller coasters, but the Corkscrew Cannonball is 

without doubt the ultimate. 
7. While I was telling her my troubles, my friend seemed curiously 

detached. 
8. Nuclear submarines can submerge for several weeks. 
9. I clambered over the rocks to get to the sea wall. 
10. A banker by profession, she was also involved in politics, diplomacy, and 

other spheres. 
 
11C Applying Meanings 
 

1. a, c 
2. a, b, c, d 
3. a 
4. c, d 
5. a, b 
6. a, b, c 
7. a, d 
8. c, d 

 
11D Word Study 
 

1. CIRCLE: SPHERE :: (d) square: cube 
2. FATHOM: DEPTH :: (b) ounce: weight 
3. TEDIOUS: EXCITEMENT :: (a) ruthless: mercy 
4. STINGS: PLUCK :: (b) drum: beat 
5. DELECTABLE: DELICIOUS :: (d) derogatory: insulting 
6. FLOWER: GARLAND :: (d) link: chain 
7. FLOAT: BOYANT :: (a) juggle: nimble 
8. HOARD: HORDE :: (d) slice: knife 
9. AQUATIC: WATER :: (b) solar: sun 
10. SMOLDER: BLAZE :: (a) dampen: submerge 



11E Passage 
 

1. Probe means “examine closely” in the passage. 
2. No, the bathyscaphe was submerged for just a short time. 
3. It sunk to the bottom of the sea because iron weights were used as 

ballast. 
4. Piccard detached the weights because he wanted it to rise to the 

surface. 
5. The vessel was filled with an eerie blue light. 
6. The two men could not clamber out of their cramped quarters until the 

gasoline tanks were emptied. 
7. 72 feet is a depth of twelve fathoms. 
8. It was a tedious wait of several hours. 
9. The pressure can cause cracks to develop, which would have ruptured 

the hull if the vessel had defects. 
10. Realized means “made happen” in the passage. 
11. The men who exited the bathyscaphe emerged unscathed. 
12. Jacques resembled his father because his curiosity was also piqued by 

the unknown. 
13. Ultimate means “final” in the passage. 
14. The bathyscaphe looks the same from any direction because it is 

spherical in shape. 
15. The tanks were filled with gas because is provided necessary buoyancy. 

 
 

Lesson 12 
 

12A Finding Meanings 
 

1. (c-b) An attribute is a quality associated with a person. 
2. (d-c) An incline is a sloping surface. 
3. (b-a) To compromise is to expose to criticism. 
4. (b-c) An orbit is the path taken by an object around a heavenly body. 
5. (c-b) A distraught person is one who is deeply disturbed. 
6. (d-c) A sacred promise is one made with great seriousness. 
7. (c-d) To abduct someone is to carry off that person by force. 
8. (c-b) An abyss is anything that is too deep to measure. 
9. (d-a) Necessity is the condition of being needed. 
10. (b-d) To intervene in something is to involve oneself in it. 
11. (a-d) To be inclined to something is to have a fondness for it. 

 
 



12B Just the Right Word 
 

1. In order to prevent a strike, the union members decided to compromise, 
and so they accepted a smaller pay increase. 

2. Nimbleness is one of the attributes of Olympic gymnasts. 
3. Each morning, the chanting of the devout worshippers drifted from the 

temple. 
4. He greeted them by saying, “Welcome to my abode.” 
5. The space shuttle orbits the earth every ninety minutes. 
6. It’s difficult to maintain a close friendship with someone who is so 

capricious. 
7. Rather than go to court, the two sides decided to take the matter to 

arbitration. 
8. Television should enlighten viewers as well as entertain them. 
9. I inclined my body toward the speaker in order to hear what she was 

saying. 
 
12C Applying Meanings 
 

1. a, c 
2. a, c 
3. a 
4. a, b, d 
5. a, b 
6. a, b, c, d 
7. a, b, d 
8. a, b, c, d 

 
12D Word Study 
 

1. disruptive 
2. gratifying 
3. dumbfounded 
4. assertive 
5. detached 
6. plucked 
7. nomadic 
8. spherical 

9. privileged 
10. congested 
11. disruption 
12. aspiration 
13. enrollment 
14. impediment 
15. intimidation 

 
12E Passage 
 

1. No, the ancient Greek gods intervened frequently in human affairs. 



2. The gods were capricious in their dealings with humans. 
3. We attribute the change of seasons to the movement of the earth 

around the sun. 
4. Inclined means “likely to” in the passage. 
5. No, Demeter was distraught over the loss of her daughter. 
6. No, Hades abducted Persephone and took her to the underworld. 
7. Zeus’ arbitration of the dispute was successful because Demeter and 

Hades both agreed to it. 
8. Abyss means “a deep opening in the earth” in the passage. 
9. Compromise means “a settlement reached by each side giving up 

something” in the passage.” 
10. The Greeks built temples on Sicily because the believed the island was 

sacred. 
11. The Greeks worshipped Demeter because they were her devout 

followers. 
12. The region ruled by Hades was gloomy because it was the abode of the 

dead. 
13. We are more enlightened in these matters than the ancient Greeks 

were. 
14. The earth orbits the sun. 
15. The necessities of life would include food, water, and shelter. 


