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Chapter

4 The Reformation

Before You Read:
Previewing Key Concepts

The red titles throughout the chapter tell you what the
text below them will be about. Rewrite these titles as
questions that can be answered as you read. The first
one is done for you.

What was the Great Schism?

Watch for the answers to your questions as you read.

Big Ideas About the Reformation

Government New ideas and beliefs can challenge a
government’s authority, leading to change.

During the Reformation, reformers split from the Catholic
Church. The split changed Christianity and politics in Europe.
Many Protestant churches practiced self-government. This
influenced later democratic practices and ideas of federalism.
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Catholic Church leaders meet
at the Council of Trent to
define church doctrine.

Martin Luther
presents his
Ninety-Five Theses.
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