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Historical Notes on Statistics

1. In the beginning, statistics involved .
It involved summarizing data by means of charts and tables

@hat did the Chinese use stats for? How long ago?
They used it for keeping state records in 2000 B.C, w 4000 years ago. They

hich i
m@oms of \veflie)ollection, govemmen@, and

aydilability oPwarriors:

3. Who began the study of statistics?
John Graunt began the study the statistics with his book, Natural and Political
Observations Upon the Bills of Mortality.

4. Why wasn’t statistical theory commonly used prior to 1930? What changed?
The accumulation and analysis of statistical data was too time consuming and
involved complicated computations. Things changed after the invention of the
computer because it could do long and difficult calculations in a relatively short
amount of time.

@Vhat is inference?
Inference is making generalizations on the basis of samples.

6. Where are the origins of the study of probability found?
The origins of probability are found in Cardan’s book The Book on Games of
Chance.

7. Who wrote the 1% book on the theory of randomness? What was the title?
Girolomo Cardan wrote The Book on Games of Chance.
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