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Gangs and Drugs Go Hand-in-
Hand 

Teens in Schools with Drugs and 
Gangs More Likely To Abuse 
Substances 
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Trends  
 
Drugs Continue to Top Teens’ List of 
Concerns 

Fewer Drug-Free Public Schools 
 

More Middle School Students Attending 
Drug-Infected Schools  

12- and 13-Year Olds in Drug-
Infected Schools More Likely To 
Smoke, Drink, Use Marijuana 

 
 
 
 
 

12- and 13-Year Olds in Drug-
Infected Schools More Likely To 
Know Friends or Classmates Who 
Drink Regularly or Abuse Illegal or 
Prescription Drugs 
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Friends Are Number One Source of 
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Gangs in Schools 

Gangs and Drugs Go Hand-in-
Hand 

Figure 2.A
Percent of Schools That Are Drug Infected
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Teens in Schools with Drugs and 
Gangs at Greater Risk
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Figure 2.B
Percent Teens Who Have Tried 
Tobacco, Alcohol or Marijuana
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 Figure 2.C
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Public vs. Private/Religious Schools Figure 2.D
Percent Public and Private/Religious School 

Students  Reporting Gangs at School
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Figure 2.E
Percent Public and Private/Religious School 

Students Reporting Drugs at School

47

6

Public Private/Religiousand

Gangs Signal Easy Access to 
Marijuana Figure 2.F

Percent Teens Who Can Get Marijuana 
in an Hour/Day or Less
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Tobacco, Alcohol and Other Drugs 
Remain Number One Teen 
Concern 

Figure 3.A
Teens Name Their Top Concerns
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Increase in Drug-Infected Middle 
Schools Figure 3.B

Percent Middle School Students: 
Drugs Used, Kept, Sold on School Grounds
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Increase in Drug-infected High 
Schools Figure 3.C

Percent High School Students:
Drugs Used, Kept, Sold on School Grounds
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Figure 3.D 
Is your school a drug-free school...?
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Fewer Drug-Free Public Schools Figure 3.E
Percent Students Attending Drug-Free Public 

School vs. Drug-Free Private/Religious School 
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To Get 

Figure 3.F
Percent Teens Who Say it is Easiest to Get* 

Cigarettes, Beer, Marijuana or Prescription Drugs, 2006-2010

28
26 25 26 27

19
23

26

1514
17

15 14

26

11
13

19
16

13
9 9

7
10

5

21

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
* This year w e asked teens, "Which is easiest to get...?" In past years w e 
asked, "Which is easiest to buy...?"

Cigarettes

Marijuana

Beer

Prescription Drugs

All Same

get

buy

get

get

buy

get
buy

get

buy
get

buy get 

 



Increase in Number of Teens Who 
Know Friends or Classmates Who 
Use Illegal Drugs and Abuse 
Prescription Drugs Figure 3.G

Percent Teens with Friends/Classmates 
Who Use Illegal Drugs, 2007-2010
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Figure 3.H
Percent Teens with Friends/Classmates 

Who Abuse Prescription Drugs, 2007-2010
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12- and 13-Year Olds in Drug-
Infected Schools More Likely To 
Abuse Substances 

Figure 4.A
Percent 12- and 13-Year Olds 
Who Have Tried Substances
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12- and 13-Year Olds in Drug-
Infected Schools More Likely To 
Have Friends Who Abuse 
Substances 

Figure 4.B
Percent 12- and 13-Year Olds With Friends 

Who Drink Regularly or Use Marijuana
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Figure 4.C
Percent 12- and 13-Year Olds Who Have 
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Drugs or Uses Illegal Drugs
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Figure 4.D
Percent 12- and 13-Year Olds Who Can Get 
Alcohol or Marijuana Within a Day or Less 
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Table 5.1 above shows, as an example, how 
teens in each of the three Family Ties categories 
responded to the questions used in the factor 
analysis.  Teens in families with strong Family 
Ties are very likely to have an excellent 
relationship with their mother and father, three 
in five say their parents hardly ever argue with 
each other, two-thirds believe their parents are 
very good at listening to them, three-quarters 
attend religious services at least once a month 
and most have dinner with their parents five or 
more nights a week.  In comparison, few teens in 
families with weak Family Ties have an 
excellent relationship with either parent, few 
believe their parents are very good at listening to 
them, and only two in five have dinner with their 
parents at least five nights a week.  

Figure 5.A
Percent Teens Who Have Tried 
Tobacco, Alcohol or Marijuana
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Strength of Family Ties Associated 
with Teen Substance Abuse 
 
The stronger the Family Ties, the less likely 
teens are to have used tobacco, alcohol or 
marijuana. (Figure 5.A)   
 
Compared to teens in families with strong 
Family Ties, teens in families with weak Family 
Ties are: 
 
 Four times likelier to have tried tobacco   

(20 percent vs. 5 percent);  
 
 

 
 
 Almost three times likelier to have tried 

alcohol (35 percent vs. 12 percent); and  
 
 Four times likelier to have tried marijuana 

(20 percent vs. 5 percent). 
 

Table 5.1 
What it Means For a Teen to Have Strong/Average/Weak Family Ties 

 
Characteristics of Teens 
(Percent of teens in category) 

Strong Ties 
(34% of teens) 

Average Ties 
(33% of teens) 

Weak Ties 
(33% of teens) 

Has excellent relationship with biological/step mother 93% 33% 7% 

Has excellent relationship with biological/step father 84% 19% 3% 

Their parents hardly ever argue with each other  60% 45% 17% 

Believe parents are very good at listening to them 66% 33% 5% 

Attend religious services at least once a month 75% 64% 55% 

Has dinner with their parents 5 or more nights a week 82% 67% 41% 

 -16-



Teens with Weak Family Ties More 
Likely To Have Substance-Abusing 
Friends 
 
Teens in families with weak Family Ties are 
more likely to have friends who abuse 
substances than teens in families with average or 
strong Family ties. (Figure 5.B)   
 
Compared to teens in families with strong 
Family Ties, teens in families with weak Family 
Ties are: 

Figure 5.B
Percent Teens With Friends/Classmates

Who Use Substances
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 More than twice as likely to have friends 

who drink regularly (56 percent vs.            
23 percent);   

 
 Two and a half times likelier to have friends 

who smoke marijuana (44 percent vs.         
17 percent); 

 
 Twice as likely to know a friend or 

classmate who abuses prescription drugs  
(22 percent vs. 11 percent); and  

 
 Twice as likely to know a friend or 

classmate who uses illegal drugs like acid, 
ecstasy, methamphetamine, cocaine or 
heroin (37 percent vs. 19 percent).  
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Friends Are Teens’ Number One 
Source of Marijuana 

Figure 6.A
Teens:  If you wanted to get marijuana right 

now, who would you get it from?
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Teens Text Friends To Get 
Marijuana  

Figure 6.B
Method for Contacting 
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Teens with Friends Who Use 
Marijuana More Likely To Smoke, 
Drink, Use Marijuana 

Figure 6.C
Percent Teens Who Have Tried 
Tobacco, Alcohol or Marijuana
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Figure 6.D
Percent Teens Who Can Get Marijuana in...
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Figure 6.E
Percent Teens Who Can Get 

Prescription Drugs to Get High in...
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Teens with Friends Who Drink 
Regularly More Likely To Abuse 
Substances 

Figure 6.F
Percent Teens Who Have Tried
Alcohol, Tobacco or Marijuana
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Allowing Teens To Attend Parties 
with Alcohol  
 

 

 

 

Figure 7.A
Percent Teens Who Have Tried Substances by 
Whether Parents Allow Attendance at Parties 

With Alcohol
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Overwhelming Majority of Parents 
Support Social Host Laws 

Figure 7.B
Percent Marijuana Use by Whether Teen

Has Tried Tobacco
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Sample Performance
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Pre-Qualification of Eligible Households 
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