WORLD HISTORY

VIDEO QUESTIONS: Wilhelm II and Nicholas II

1.  Which leader symbolized the instability that brought about WW I?

2.  Describe the Kaiser’s physical handicap and how this disability impacted him as a leader.

3.  Explain how Wilhelm II decided to use Bismarck once in power.

4.  After seizing power, Wilhelm II alienated the alliances established by Bismarck, which resulted in Germany having only one major ally. Who was that ally?

5.  Which country did Russia end up forming an alliance with after Wilhelm II took control?

6.  How did Nicholas II feel about becoming the czar of Russia?

7.  How were Wilhelm II and Nicholas II related?

8.  What disease plagued this royal family?

9.  What was Gavrilo Princip’s claim to fame?

10. How did Germany respond to its ally Austria-Hungary when Francis Joseph wanted to act against Serbia because of the assassination of the archduke?

11. Explain what Wilhelm II and Nicholas II were trying to do when exchanging telegraph messages.

AFTER VIEWING: As the momentum towards war gains speed and military escalation continues, the world inches closer to a dangerous climax.  The video mentions the “alliance trap.”  Explain the meaning of this statement.  (2-4 complete sentences)

WORLD HISTORY

VIDEO QUESTIONS:  The Slaughter

1.  In 1916, what was the position of the U.S. regarding the war?

2.  Who was Otto Dix and why did he go to war?

3.  Explain German General Falkenhyn’s strategy of attrition at the Battle of Verdun.

4.  Which nation was the first in the war to use poison gas?

5.  What was the longest battle of World War I?

6.  How many were killed and wounded during this battle?

7.  At the Battle of the Somme, how did British General Haig plan to weaken the German lines before attacking?

8.  How did the Germans survive the British artillery?

9.  What was known as the “second battlefield”?

10.  What were the British losses on July 1, 1916?

11.  For what purpose did the British government make the film called The Battle of the Somme?  Did it have the intended effect?  Explain.

12.  How many were killed and wounded at the Battle of the Somme?

AFTER VIEWING:  The two major events of 1916 were the German attack at Verdun and the British attack at the Somme.  Explain how these two battles served only to cement the stalemate on the Western Front (3-4 complete sentences).

