WORLD HISTORY 

UNIT 5:  THE WORLD WARS

WORLD WAR II, PT. I STUDY GUIDE

Answer the following questions in note, outline, or sentence form.

Identify the following historical figures and explain how they were involved in the events leading up to and during World War II:

1. Haile Selassie

2. Adolf Hitler 

3. King Alfonso XIII

4. Francisco Franco

5. Neville Chamberlain

6. Joseph Stalin

7. Erwin Rommel

8. Hideki Tojo

9. Hermann Goering

10. Franklin D. Roosevelt

16. For each of the following Axis Powers, provide at least one specific example of that nation’s aggressive foreign expansion during the 1930s:

11. Japan

12. Italy

13. Germany

14.  Name three reasons why Western democracies chose the policy of appeasement.

15.  Name and describe the action take by Congress to keep the U.S. out of a 

17.        European war.

18. What reforms were implemented by Spain’s liberal government?  

19. Which two sides fought in the Spanish Civil War?  Who (from outside Spain) supported each side?

20. What was Anschluss?

21. When was the Munich Conference?  What land did Germany gain as a result?  What did Hitler promise to Britain and France? 

22. What happened in March 1939?  

23. What were the public and secret conditions of the Nazi-Soviet Pact?

24. Which event marked the start of World War II?  When did this happen?

25. Name the three stages of blitzkrieg.
26. What was the “phony war”?

27. What happened at Dunkirk?

28. What was Vichy France?

29. Name four European nations that came under Axis control in 1941.

30. Describe Hitler’s strategy during the Battle of Britain.  Why did it fail?

31. Name three reasons why Hitler attacked the Soviet Union.

32. What problems arose for both Germany and Russia during Operation Barbarossa?

33. Define the Lend-Lease Act.

34. What were the three goals of the Atlantic Charter?

35. Explain the events that led up to Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor.

36. Which possessions/colonies were overrun by Japan after Pearl Harbor?

37. How far did the Japanese empire extend by the summer of 1942?

