WORLD HISTORY

UNIT 5:  THE WORLD WARS

VIDEO QUESTIONS:  Schindler’s List

SCENE #1:  THE GHETTOIZATION OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF KRAKOW, POLAND

As the more than 25,000 Jews of the Krakow community were forced into a walled ghetto of only 16 square blocks, the Nazis began the process of removing for extermination those who were not considered workers with “essential” skills.

Question:  Why would a musician or a history professor not be considered “essential” by the Nazis?  In what way might the Nazis consider educated Jews to be dangerous?  Explain how Stern (played by Ben Kingsley) saves them from being deported to the death camps.

SCENE #2:  JEWS SHOVELING SNOW

As they are being marched from the ghetto to the factory, Schindler’s workers are stopped by Nazi military officers and forced to shovel snow from the road.  One worker is executed.

Question:  To the Nazis, what is the “richer significance” of Jews shoveling snow?  Why is it important to the Germans to de-humanize the Jews in this way?

SCENE #3:  LIQUIDATION OF THE KRAKOW GHETTO

As a further step in their plan of eliminating the Jewish presence in Europe, the Nazis closed the ghettos and forced the inhabitants into labor camps.  Those who resisted were killed.

Question:  Why does the Nazi commander consider the liquidation of the ghetto to be an “historic” event?  Describe the speech that he makes to his troops as the operation begins.

Question:  Director Steven Spielberg shot Schindler’s List in black and white to make it look like actual documentary footage from the period of the Holocaust.  He used color for only one character.  In your opinion, what is the significance of the girl in the red coat?  What does she represent?

SCENE #4:  SELECTION OF UNHEALTHY WORKERS FOR DEPORTATION TO THE DEATH CAMPS

As the Nazis captured more and more territory in Europe, they found that they had more workers than they could possibly use.  Thus, on occasion they sorted through the workers in the labor camps to determine which were healthy and which were not.  The unhealthy workers were separated out for deportation to the death camps.

Question:  Why do you think that the workers who were separated out for deportation to the death camps did not fight back against the Nazi guards?

SCENE #5:  DESTROYING THE EVIDENCE AND LIQUIDATING THE LABOR CAMP

As the Russians closed in on German-occupied Poland in the last year of the war, the Nazis scrambled to destroy the evidence of their campaign against the Jews.  They cremated the bodies of those previously massacred and sent all remaining workers to the main death camp at Auschwitz for extermination.

Question:  If the Nazis believed that the extermination of the Jews was a good thing, why do you think they tried to cover up what they had done?

Question:  How did Schindler save the Jews who were working for him?  Explain the following line from the film:  “The list is an absolute good, the list is life.”

AFTER VIEWING:  The goal of the Nazis was to dehumanize the Jews and get the people of Europe to think of them as a group of people and not as individuals.  From what you know about the Holocaust, explain how the Nazis accomplished this goal.  Do you find any examples of this kind of dehumanizing treatment of groups in the United States today?  Explain.  (minimum of 5 complete sentences)

