UNITED STATES HISTORY SYLLABUS
This course outline is intended to introduce some of the activities that will be taking place in 11th grade United States History this year.  As many of you know, this class is a requirement for all juniors in the state of California.  Much of the subject matter covered this year will come from the text, America: Pathways to the Present, written to the state framework.  Additional information will be provided through the use of class discussions, group activity, lecture, selected historical readings, book reviews, and research projects, video and laser disk recordings.  The following guidelines will provide some help in assessing the requirements for this class.

MAJOR EMPHASIS OF THE COURSE: To provide a study of the political, economic, social, and cultural development of the United States.

OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE:

· Demonstrate the relationship between geography and history.

· Examine the establishment and expansion of the nation.

· Study the economic growth, industrialization, and urbanization of the nation.

· Trace the nation’s rise to world power and our role as a leader among nations.

· Explore the role and significance of minority group contributions to society.

· Compare American institutions, ideals, and practices with those of totalitarian nations in order to deepen the appreciation of the American heritage.

ALLOTMENT OF CLASSROOM TIME:

FIRST SEMESTER

Unit #1:

Discovery of New World through American Revolution.

Unit #2:

Forming of a New Nation
Unit #3:
Growing Regional Differences
Unit #4:
Civil War and Reconstruction
Unit #5:
Gilded Age
SECOND SEMESTER

Unit # 6:

Imperialism, Progressives, and W.W.I
Unit # 7:
Roaring Twenties, Great Depression, and the New Deal


Unit # 8:
World War II and Cold War


Unit # 9:
Civil Rights movement, Vietnam, and Counterculture

Unit # 10:

Nixon, Ford, and Carter

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES
ATTENDANCE

1. I will closely adhere to the school policies regarding absences and truancies.  Be sure to refer to student handbook if there are any further questions.

2. A one-hour detention will be given to a student if they accrue 4 tardies in my class.  Each additional tardy after 4 will also result in an additional hour detention.

3. If a student is absent it is their responsibility to find out what they have missed. Do not come to class

not knowing what you missed.  You should have already made arrangements of how you plan to make up assignments.  Do not use an absence as an excuse for not doing your work.

BEHAVIOR & PARTICIPATION

1.  Each student will begin each semester with 90 points for behavior and participation.  Points can be earned for positive contributions to the class, or lost for negative conduct.  Points will be taken away for various infractions including but not limited to the following:



a) Being disrespectful to others

b) Failure to come class prepared.  Coming prepared means having in your possession your notebook, your covered textbook, something to write with, any assignments that are due, and something to keep you busy during dead time (homework, book, magazine or newspaper).

c) Bringing food, drink, or chewing gum in the classroom.

d) Bringing cell phones, i-pods, pagers, or any electronic signaling devices to class will result in that item being confiscated and turned into the office.



d) Accumulating more than 4 tardies during the course of a semester

ASSIGNMENTS & MAKE-UP WORK:
1. Several assignments each week will be assigned.  Most routine assignments MAY NOT BE TYPED. The routine assignments most likely will be turned in the day of the quiz.  

2.  In the event that you miss class and fail to turn in a routine assignment, you need to turn it in the following class for full credit.  

3.  All assignments being turned in late because of an absent need to be noted on assignment or that homework will be graded as if it were late.

4.  Routine assignments turned in one class period late will receive half-credit.  Assignments turned in more than one class period late will not receive any credit.

5.  Assignments, which are copied from another student, will not receive any credit.  Also answers to questions need to be written in your own words.  I do not want work copied from the text word for word.

6.  The quality of your work is also graded.  It is imperative that your answers are written in complete sentences, clearly understood, and thorough in content.

7.  If a student is absent only on the day that a test is given, the exam must be taken the day that he or she returns to class.  If a student is in school for most of the day, but skips a period that a test is given, he or she is responsible for taking the test that same day during lunch or after school.  

GRADES:

1. Your final letter grade in the class will be based on the following percentages 



a.  55% of your grade is based on quizzes, tests, and final exams.



b.  35% of your grade is based on routine assignments.



c.  10% of your grade is based on behavior and participation.

EXTRA HELP:


Feel free to come during the social science resource period or after school for extra help.  However, to be assured that there is not a conflict, make an appointment.

