

Reinking  English I


To Kill a Mockingbird - Final Essay 
Annotate, take notes and/or highlight in your copy of the novel (or on post-its, notebook if using school copy) throughout your reading to prepare for the writing of this essay. 
[You will chose to do and essay OR a project for this unit.]
· You will need to create a strong thesis statement (subject + opinion) concerning the subject that you chose and then do an outline of your essay BEFORE you begin writing it.  
· Build an introductory paragraph around your thesis statement. Start with ICD or attention-grabbing opening sentence. Provide some background information on the novel and be sure to mention the title of the novel, correctly punctuated, and the author’s whole name.
· Your 3 body paragraphs should support your thesis, and include concrete details (quotes from the book. 2 per body par.), and each concrete detail should have at least two sentences of commentary (explaining in your words why the concrete detail illustrates the thesis). 
· Your concluding paragraph should relate back to your ICD and thesis but not repeat/restate points you’ve already made. Try to go BEYOND summary to insight – what makes your essay and this novel so important? End with a final, powerful comment that relates to the importance of the novel and your essay.
REMEMBER…proofread and edit carefully for mechanical errors.

 
* ESSAY MUST BE 12 point, Times New Roman font…evenly double-spaced 

* Give essay an ORIGNAL TITLE

* This must be a 5-paragraph essay with 3 body paragraphs to support thesis. You may (wink, wink, nudge, nudge) download an essay outline from my website to organize your writing.

*follow English Style Sheet – MLA format & FORMAL WRITING RULES 
* Your paper must have the turnitin.com originality report stapled to the back. 
* Must be submitted to turnitin.com by due date or half-credit if submitted by the following class. (Otherwise a zero). No exceptions.

Essay Prompt choices on the back!

To Kill a Mockingbird - Final Essay Prompts

Select ONE of the following essay prompts and write a five-paragraph essay.  
[You will chose to do and essay OR a project for this unit.]
#1
What important life lessons can we learn from the novel? Consider Lee’s emphasis on values (what is important), morals (what is good or bad) and ethics (what is right or wrong). Give examples of qualities in characters and situations to support your position.  Think about the lessons Scout and Jem learned throughout the novel.  What can we learn from Atticus?

#2
Why is the book titled To Kill a Mockingbird?  Provide examples from the book (Tom, Dill, Boo, etc.) to explain the meaning of the title and the reasons for its use.  Think about what Scout meant when she said  “…would be kind of like killing a mockingbird.”

#3
After reading this novel we can see how important Martin Luther King and the Civil Right’s Movement of the 1960’s as well as the Woman’s Movement of the 1970’s were to the history of our country.  In your paper discuss the attitudes, ethics, values, and prejudices shown in this book with regard to either or both of these issues (racism and/or the place of women in society).  In your conclusion you might want to include how far we have come since the 1930’s and/or how far we still have to go.

#4
Atticus said that, “You never really understand a man until you consider things from his point of view…until you climb into his skin and walk around in it”-Ch.3, and “you never really know a man until you step in his shoes and walk around in them”-Ch. 31.

             Explain the truth of these statements in the novel.  

#5
What is courage, and why is it an important character trait?  Discuss the different examples of courage (physical, emotional, moral) that are shown in the novel.  

#6
Analyze Harper Lee’s portrayal of education in To Kill a Mockingbird

#7
How does Harper Lee use minor characters in To Kill a Mockingbird to explore some of the main concerns of the novel?

To Kill a Mockingbird - Final Projects

[You will chose to do and essay OR a project for this unit.]
-Must show a thoughtful understanding of the novel and Harper Lee’s messages and themes. 

-Projects must show time and effort, neatness, creativity, details and insight. 

-Must be edited/proofread for mechanical errors and show “final copy quality.”

- Entire text of project must be submitted to turnitin.com

 ---------------add additional notes on project guidelines on this page-------------------------- 

Choose one of the following:

Atticus’s Little Instruction Book:   “The Wisdom, advice, and lessons of Atticus compiled in a little instruction book.”

*Create a book using quotes from the book, or advice Atticus gave.  The book must be at least 15 pages long (with at least one quote/lesson/or piece of advice on each page).  The book must include illustrations that represent the main message of each entry.  For each quote, you must give a thorough explanation of the significance of the entry (the lesson and how it relates to the novel) in a full, in-depth paragraph.  Quotes must be cited with page numbers in MLA format.  
Maycomb County Newspaper:  “ Many of the major as well as minor events are covered in this award winning newspaper. Read about the burning of Miss Maudie’s home, the unusual winter weather, Miss Dubose’s obituary, and the trial of the century!”

*Create a newspaper that covers all the major happenings in Maycomb County.  Feel free to add anything else that may have been going on at the time…live stock auctions, wedding announcements, tractors for sale, etc.…be creative!  
* You must include at least ten thorough articles.  Your paper must also include headlines and pictures, presented in the format of a newspaper. 
`

A Literary Journey of Pictures:  “Through a variety of artistic media, journey through the joys and sorrows of Maycomb and its unforgettable characters.”  

*Using pictures, recreate important scenes, characters and events of this novel.  What does the Radley house really look like?  What about Maycomb, Scout, Calpurnia, the courthouse and much more?  
*Be sure to include at least 10 pictures in your compilation, with extensive narratives describing the significance of each picture.

A Secret Look-The Diary of Boo Radley:  “What was life like from Boo Radley’s perspective?  Discover his views on Maycomb, friendship, family, racism, etc… as it is revealed for the first time in his uncensored diary.”

*What was life like for Boo Radley?  Write a diary from Boo’s point of view.   What was it like to be locked up in that house?  What did he see from the window? Did he really come out at night?  Answer all these questions and more as you take specific scenes from the novel and rewrite them from his point of view. 
*This diary should be at least 10 pages long (see length samples) and include illustrations.

Create your Own Project:  Do you have an idea of your own?   If so, write up a proposal and submit it to the teacher for approval.  If the idea is acceptable, a student/teacher conference will be arranged to discuss specific guidelines and expectations.

NOTE:  The entire text from your project must be submitted to turnitin.com and the originality report must be turned in with the final project, or your project will receive zero credit.

*more on the back!












