Chapter 6 Reading Questions:


1. What environmental services do coral reefs provide?

2. What economical services do coral reefs provide?

3. What is causing the depletion of coral reefs?

4. What is coral bleaching?

5. What vital aspects of the earth’s natural systems are aquatic ecosystems a part of?

6. What four types of organisms live in aquatic ecosystems?

7. Define: Plankton, zooplankton, phytoplankton, nekton & benthos.

8. What factors limit life in aquatic ecosystems?

9. What limits NPP in open oceans?

10. Know Diagram 6-4

11. Which two ecological services and which to economical services of marine ecosystems do you think are most important and why?

12. Where and how much is the largest commercial fishery? 
13. What significant ecological services do coastal wetlands provide?

14. Why are mangrove forests being destroyed?

15. What are the issues related to building on barrier islands?

16. Should governments help subsidize property insurance and rebuilding costs for dwellings  and beach replenishment on coasts, near major rivers, in earthquake zones or in other risky areas?  Explain why.

17. Why are reefs vulnerable to damage?

18. What are the major threats to coral reefs?

19. Describe the properties of the euphotic zone, bathyal zone & abyssal zone.

20. Where do organisms in deep water get most of their food?

21. Mostly because of an abundance of producers, we generally find more ocean life as we move toward the poles than we find as we go toward the equator- the opposite of what we find with life on the land.  Can you explain why?

22. What are the major human impacts on the world’s marine systems?

23. Describe 4 distinct zones of deep lakes.

24. What supplies lakes with water?

25. What are overturns and why are they significant?

26. How do ecologists classify lakes?

27. Explain what eutrophication is.

28. Describe the three life zones of watersheds.

29. Why are source zones not very productive?

30. Why are coastal deltas/wetlands important parts of the Earth’s natural capital?

31. What ecological services are provided by wetlands?

32. What economical services are provided by wetlands?

33. Read Case study on page 140 & do critical thinking Q!

34. How much and how have we lost wetlands?

35. Describe each of the 4 major ways humans impact freshwater ecosystems.

36. Why does Alaska have so much wetland?
